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Box Office Briefing Notes
Show: Potted Pirates

Written by: Richard Hurst, Daniel Clarkson & Jefferson Turner

Performed by: Daniel Clarkson & Jefferson Turner

Directed by: Richard Hurst

Designed by: Janet Bird

Age guidance: 6+

Running time: 65 minutes

Basic info: After the hilarious success of Potted Potter, CBBC presenters and delightful double act Dan and Jeff introduce a brand new compressed caper.  In search of talking parrots and mysterious buried treasure, they'll be telling tall tales of the seven seas. Everything you need to know about pirates in an hour, whether real life buccaneers or Jack Sparrow are you cup of tea. A perfect treat for the young and young at heart, Potted Pirates includes song, dance, lighting fast scene changes and colourful costumes, not to mention endless inventive props from peg-legs, patches and parrots to a bag of bulls! 

One sentence: Family comedy which will tell you everything you need to know about pirates in an hour, written and performed by the creators of Potted Potter and CBBC presenters, Dan and Jeff.  
Company contacts:

Producer 




Associate producer / marketing

James Seabright 



Kat Portman

020 7439 1173 



020 7439 1173
james@seabright.info 


kat@seabright.info

www.seabright.info 

www.pottedpirates.com 

Press 

Kate Gambrell

020 7439 1173 

kate@seabright.info
[address] 

Dear [name] 

Potted Pirates – a delightful family comedy
After the hilarious success of Potted Potter, CBBC’s newest presenters Dan and Jeff introduce a brand new compressed caper.  In search of talking parrots and mysterious buried treasure, they'll be telling all sorts of tall tales of the seven seas. Everything you need to know about pirates in an hour, whether real life buccaneers or Jack Sparrow are you cup of tea. They recount piratical adventures on the high-seas from Blackbeard to swashbuckling fiction like Treasure Island.

Will Dan persuade Jeff to let him play Jack Sparrow?  And how will Jeff keep things ship-shape with that scallywag aboard? There’ll also be a full-scale re-enactment of the Spanish Armada, with a little help required from the audience.
A perfect treat for the young and young at heart, Potted Pirates includes song, dance, lightning-fast scene changes and colourful costumes, not to mention endless inventive props from peg-legs, patches and parrots to a bag of bulls! 

Fresh from its first Edinburgh season, which was a sell-out hit, Potted Pirates is recommended for shipmates aged six to Davey Jones (who is very old indeed). Even those who don't know their shipping forecast from their sea shanty.

Here’s what the press thought of the show;
Energetic and fiendishly clever. The Scotsman ****

The talented duo complement each other perfectly.
The result is a powder keg explosion of fun. Whatsonstage ****

A giggle-riddled voyage of buccaneering fun. Broadway Baby *****
Has landlubbers young and old falling off their deck chairs with laughter. The Stage

A solid hour of genuinely funny farce for kids both big and small. The List *****

Book your tickets now by calling [number] or visiting [website] and shiver your timbers straight down to [venue] for this fantastic show. Tickets are priced at [£x] . 

We look forward to welcoming you to the [venue] soon. 

Best wishes,

[sig] 

[name]

Press Pitches

Co-writers and performers, Daniel Clarkson and Jefferson Turner will both be available for interviews (print and broadcast media).  It is possible to arrange all interviews in advance or them arriving at your venue from elsewhere in the country, via telephone (press and radio) or ISDN (BBC Radio and some syndicated commercial stations with studios in several locations). 

Co-writer and director, Richard Hurst, will not be touring with the production, but is available via telephone or to attend a London studio for an ISDN link-up.

The following angles or approaches are suggested with which to approach local and regional press:

A huge part of Potted Productions appeal is its unique style.  Comedy double acts which are intelligent and funny enough to appeal to children, students, adults and families in the same show and scene, are a very rare thing in the 21st century.  This has led to Dan and Jeff being compared to Morecambe and Wise as well as the reduced Shakespeare Company.   This also means the show has a wide press and broadcast media appeal, from student press, to local BBC Radio and more conservative local papers. 

Dan and Jeff are presenters on CBBC (from 20 December 2008) and have featured on Richard and Judy, performing material from Potted Potter in its very early stages.  They have also worked as story tellers on BBC’s Blue Peter as a double act.  They are familiar names and faces to many as a result.  

Extracts from the show work very well on TV and radio:  Dan & Jeff can perform show footage as requested, live or pre-recorded for television or radio.  Two clips of Potted Potter can be seen on the Constant Comedy website: http://www.constantcomedy.com/BrowseVideos.aspx.
Potted Potter enjoyed sell-out success at the Edinburgh Festival in 2006, 2007 and 2008 in London and on three UK tours. The follow-up show was long-awaited and anticipated by fans and press. Local arts press should therefore be keen to see the show and to flag up as being in town.  
If press from your area want to see the show in advance at another venue, we are happy to arrange tickets.

The company are happy for free or discounted tickets to be offered for radio and newspaper competitions within reasonable bounds.

On the evidence of the last couple of years, the duo have appealed to a very wide range of press, radio and television journalists at local, regional and national levels and have made friends and fans of many of the journalists they’ve met along the way.

Press Quotes

The schtick is practised, the jokes fast and furious and the whole play a great swashbuckling trip. Herald ****

Energetic and fiendishly clever. The Scotsman ****

Sizzling with hearty buccaneer banter…  Barrel loads of fun for everyone!

Whatsonstage ****

Brimming with originality and charm. Children in the audience can delight in the pair's imaginatively choreographed sword fights and slapstick routines whilst adults are kept amused by cheeky asides. Whatsonstage ****

The talented duo complement each other perfectly: adult bookworm vs. boisterous clown. The result is a powder keg explosion of fun. Whatsonstage ****

Bonkers, hyper active and full of things the young ones will love, make sure you treat them to this. Hairline ****

Dan and Jeff work together with almost perfect timing… The laughs come thick and fast.

One4Review *****

Wondrous double act, Dan and Jeff, are back, much to everyone's delight. And this time with Pirates!

Three Weeks *****

Exciting and hilarious… Fantastic and farcical. Three Weeks *****

Their props and costumes are colourful, inventive and outright ridiculous, adding polish to this rare diamond among children shows which is perfectly pitched for all the family. Three Weeks *****

A blistering hour of high-ranking kids comedy… with verve, vigour and intelligence both in structure and performance. Broadway Baby *****

A giggle-riddled voyage of buccaneering fun. Broadway Baby *****
Dan and Jeff have a strong, vibrant and engaging style - this Jolly Good Ship is worthy of a very long voyage! Broadway Baby *****

Incredibly funny… ever inventive… hugely hilarious. The Stage

Has landlubbers young and old falling off their deck chairs with laughter. The Stage

Hilarious… Breathless pace, quick-fire comic dialogue in many voices, costumes galore and instant scene changes. The Stage

Pitched at just the right level to keep children entertained and adults unsuccessfully trying to hide their grins. The List *****

A solid hour of genuinely funny farce for kids both big and small. The List *****

Press Release
James Seabright for Potted Productions presents

POTTED PIRATES

Insert venue & date

Everyone’s favourite pirate stories potted into one hour of family comedy, with CBBC presenters Dan and Jeff in the acclaimed sequel to their hit show Potted Potter
After the hilarious success of Potted Potter, delightful double act Dan and Jeff return with this new compressed caper. In search of talking parrots and mysterious buried treasure, they're swapping wizards for walking the plank and trading Hogwarts for the high seas. Following its first sell-out Fringe Festival season in Edinburgh and an autumn tour, Potted Pirates sails into insert venue / town on insert date.  
Pitched at just the right level to keep children entertained and 

adults unsuccessfully trying to hide their grins. The List *****
On the way they'll be telling tall tales of the seven seas, from Long John Silver to Blackbeard, plus notorious cross-dressing lady pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read. There’s also a full-scale re-enactment of the Spanish Armada – with a little help from the audience. Will Dan persuade Jeff to let him play Jack Sparrow?  And how will Jeff keep things ship-shape with that scallywag aboard?  Shanties aside, Potted Pirates promises to hit all the notes you'd expect from this superbly shambolic double act.

The schtick is practised, the jokes fast and furious and the 

whole play a great swashbuckling trip. Herald ****
Daniel Clarkson and Jefferson Turner have played three sell-out Edinburgh seasons and London runs with Potted Potter and have toured extensively in the UK – the show will tour internationally in 2009.  Best known as CBBC’s newest presenters, the pair have made storytelling appearances on the good pirate ship Blue Peter and Big Brother’s Little Brother. Daniel’s other work for the stage includes Cinderella and Scrooge 'A Christmas Carol' (both PMA Productions); and The Sketch Machine, (Tea Leaf Productions). Jefferson’s credits include Cinderella (PMA Productions); It's Your Choice (Cragrats); and Upper-Class Motors, (New Stage Travellers).  Co-writer and director, Richard Hurst directed Potted Potter and joined the writing team for Potted Pirates when it was commissioned last year. His other work as a writer and director includes Bill Hicks: Slight Return and as director, Silly Billy Bum Breath.

Recommended for shipmates aged six to Davey Jones (who is very old indeed), even those who don't know their shipping forecast from their sea shanty.

Tickets and information: insert venue box office number and website. 
For all press enquiries and ticket requests, please contact:

Kate Gambrell on 020 7439 1173 or Kate@seabright.info
For more details and images please visit www.seabright.info or www.PottedPirates.com
Press Reviews

Scotsman ****

August 18, 2008

PIRACY'S public image has been given a much-needed boost of late by its all-new poster boy – Johnny Depp's camp Captain Jack Sparrow in Disney's hugely popular Pirates Of The Caribbean films. This may explain the large proportion of buccaneering-based shows in this year's Fringe programme.

Ex-crewmen of the good ship Blue Peter, Dan and Jeff make no secret of the fact that they're hitching a ride on the Pirates… bandwagon in Potted Pirates, even going so far as to promise a finale of all three films performed back to back live on stage in just five minutes (the duo did something similar to great effect last Fringe with Harry Potter).

Jeff tries to give an "educational lecture" on the history of piracy from William Dampier to Blackbeard; Dan makes life difficult for his pal, by, for instance, performing a Long John Silver rap while shaking his "real pirate booty", and getting the audience to bombard him with plastic cannonballs – an exact(ish) recreation of the historic defeat of the Spanish navy by the English in 1588 (which wasn't exactly an act of piracy but let's not be pedantic).

This is energetic and fiendishly clever stuff. Jeff and Dan earned their four stars alone by managing to subversively squeeze the word "erotic" into a kids' show.

The Stage 

August 14, 2008

Jeff intends to give the audience a seriously educational slide-illustrated lecture on history's most notorious pirates. Dan, equating them with parrots, peg-legs and pieces of eight, wants an all-singing, all-dancing buccaneers' show with himself as dastardly Jack Sparrow. Their incredibly funny compromise conspires to do both at the same time, swashbuckling from bloodthirsty Captain Dampier to chaotic Pirates of the Caribbean .

Huge skull and crossbones and history book pirate scenes frame Daniel Clarkson and Jefferson Turner's ever inventive and surreally funny double-act on the high seas, as Henry Morgan captures Portobello, and Treasure Island's colourful characters spring to life with bewilderingly rapid costume changes (a constantly appealing feature).

The epic of Drake and the Spanish Armageddon is a hugely hilarious highlight, with Jeff in bright red Spanish costume festooned with model galleons pelted with soft rubber cannonballs by the wildly excited youthful audience. Pantomime cross-dressing brings female buccaneers Ann Bonny and Mary Read centre stage, before Dan fulfils his dream in a five-minute Pirates of the Caribbean. Amid clouds of smoke, the dreaded Blackbeard in a huge tricorn hat and bristling with pistols, bursts upon the stage for the rousing seventies-style disco finale of Be a Pirate.

Astonishingly, all this is done by only two performers, whose breathless pace, quick-fire comic dialogue in many voices, costumes galore and instant scene changes, fill the small stage with a host of larger-than-life rollicking seafarers. Janet Bird's appealing sets and Phil Innes' jolly music garnish the rip-roaring success of this Potted Productions show, which has landlubbers young and old falling off their deck chairs with laughter.

Whatsonstage.com ****

August 20, 2008

This piratical parody, from the team behind recent monster hit Potted Potter, is sizzling with hearty buccaneer banter and general 'piratitude' and deserves no less success than its predecessor.

Creators Daniel Clarkson and Jefferson Turner (aka Dan and Jeff) boldly grasp hold of the challenge of creating theatre for children. The show consists of an almost pantomimic lecture on all things pirates - from Robert Louis Stevenson to Johnny Depp and everything in between. Clarkson and Turner's script, co-written with Richard Hurst (who also directs), is brimming with originality and charm. Children in the audience can delight in the pair's imaginatively choreographed sword fights and slapstick routines whilst adults are kept amused by cheeky asides (mostly regarding Keira Knightley). The talented duo complement each other perfectly: adult bookworm vs. boisterous clown. The result is a powder keg explosion of fun.

The ultimate strength of Potted Pirates lies in its handling of audience participation. I can hear the groans now as we poor adults curl up in agony against the backs of our theatre seats dreading in any way getting plunged into the spotlight. But in the hands of such consummate professionals this insecurity drains away. Resistance is futile and I soon found myself joining in with the 'yarragh!'s and sea lion sound effects with as much enthusiasm as the kids.

Clarkson and Turner's character selections are predictable but hit the mark. Through the use of a few wigs and costume adornments dozens of legendary buccaneers, including Sir Francis Drake and Long John Silver, appear before us. Dramatic music by Phil Innes and James Matthews' lighting design help to engage young minds by continually switching settings at a lightening-bolt pace, while a generous sprinkling of superlative shanties complete the experience. Barrel loads of fun for everyone!

- Beth Friend

The Herald ****

August 13, 2008
The slick production of Potted Pirates from popular Fringe veterans Dan and Jeff is bound to raise a chuckle from mum and dad as well as the wee ones. Sticking to the personalities honed from previous Fringe blockbuster Potted Potter, Dan and Jeff proceed to entertain and educate the crowd with their winning mixture of fact and whimsy. Jeff, playing the pedant, begins to lecture the crowd on piratical history. Dan butts in with anachronistic and childish suggestions, playing the fool to perfection. Jeff soldiers on with histories on actual pirates, while Dan appeals to the audience with his spirited insistence on including more contemporary villains. Many laughs ensue. The schtick is practised, the jokes fast and furious and the whole play a great swashbuckling trip.
One4Review *****

I love the Fringe as I can use it to indulge my inner child and what child at one time or another hasn't wanted to be a pirate, sailing the seven seas searching for treasure?

After finally seeing 'Potted Potter - The unauthorised Harry Experience - A Parody by Dan and Jeff' last Fringe I was first in the queue to see 'Potted Pirates' and was definitely delighted. They seem to be able to get the whole audience behind them and joining in from the very start, mind you with the opportunity to join in with a battle using cannonballs most of the kids hung on their every word.

Dan and Jeff work together with almost perfect timing, working ideas which appeal to both adults and children, the laughs and giggles come thick and fast. I'm sure there are jokes the kids don’t get just as I am sure there are references that pass directly over the adults heads. 

Dan and Jeff are building themselves a specialised niche market I just look forward to seeing what they come up with next. 

Three Weeks *****

Dan and Jeff - Festival Highlights
Potted Potter's wondrous double act, Dan and Jeff, are back, much to everyone's delight. And this time with Pirates! All hands ahoy! Come aboard their pirate ship for an exciting and hilarious adventure across the seven seas. You'll journey through fictional time and meet the most famous of pirate legends, from Long John Silver of 'Treasure Island' to Jack Sparrow of 'The Black Pearl'. Help recreate the Spanish Armada and you're sure to find yer gold! This is a fantastic and farcical story of pirate life interspersed with silly songs, pirate rap and an educational slide show. Their props and costumes are colourful, inventive and outright ridiculous, adding polish to this rare diamond among children shows which is perfectly pitched for all the family.
The List *****
August 14, 2008

Hilarity on the high seas

Sensible pirate devotee Jeff just wants to give a serious, educational lecture about famous pirates. His crewmate Dan, while also a fellow fan of all things swashbuckling, has a different approach. An enthusiast of the Jack Sparrow variety of privateer, he hops about the stage, encouraging jaunty songs and nautical silliness, much to the chagrin of the mortally serious Jeff.

This straightman/foil approach works brilliantly in Dan and Jeff's Potted Pirates. Fresh from their raucous parody of the Harry Potter franchise, their show is pitched at just the right level to keep children entertained and adults unsuccessfully trying to hide their grins.

Protracted bouts of audience participation ensure everyone's attention is held. In particular, a chaotic re-enactment of the defeat of the Spanish Armada has the audience hurling scores of plastic blue 'cannonballs' at a stoic Jeff who, by this point, has resigned himself to the wilful tomfoolery of Dan's celebrity pirate fixation. This, along with an adapted musical number, proves a fittingly energetic climax.

Never afraid to send up their own improvised props and limited cast, the talented duo cover most facets of pirate pop culture, and in doing so, spin a solid hour of genuinely funny farce for kids both big and small.

Hairline ****

August 10, 2008

Enjoying phenomenal success from their Potted Potter children’s series that incorporates the seven Harry Potter books into seventy minutes, this is Dan and Jeff’s other production. This is a brilliant, silly hour that has children from all ages jumping in their seats.
The twisted plot involves a hunt for hidden treasure mixed in with a factual and fun history about the life of pirates, using a huge set of costumes, giant squid tentacles, cannonballs and numerous other fun and inventive props to aid them in their story. While subtly educational there are plenty of jokes and re-enactments from the Pirates of the Caribbean parts one to three to keep the children interested.
This breezes through its hour long set list never stopping for breath with its chaotic and playful energy that the kids seem to thrive on.
Bonkers, hyper active and full of things the young ones will love, make sure you treat them to this.


Broadway Baby *****

Yo-ho-ho-ho-ho-ho! 

Despite almost drowning amidst a tidal wave of props, costumes and word-play Dan and Jeff emerge from the blue-briny with a blistering hour of high-ranking kids comedy.

Following on from the sell-out Potted Potter, our able seamen take arms against a sea of pirates. This is kids comedy with verve, vigour and intelligence - both in structure and performance. Dropping anchor at every historical port to bring buckle-swashing figures like Henry Morgan and Blackbeard to life, Dan and Jeff present a giggle-riddled voyage of buccaneering fun.

Following in the traditional double-act format, the dopey comic attempts to scuttle the high-brow schemes of his partner. It opens as a serious lecture but swiftly sinks beneath waves of manical piratical gags, guffs and guffaws. Dan and Jeff have a strong, vibrant and engaging style - complimented with some good panto-participation - and this Jolly Good Ship is worthy of a very long voyage! [Ian Billings]

Biographies

This second national tour coincides with Dan and Jeff becoming CBBC’s newest presenters (from 13 December 2008). Dan and Jeff’s first show, Potted Potter toured nationally throughout 2007 & 2008 and enjoyed three sell-out London runs and three sell-out Edinburgh Festival Fringe seasons (2006 – 2008). The show will tour internationally in 2009. Potted Pirates played limited venues in June and July 2008 before its full national premiere at Edinburgh Festival Fringe, 2008 where it sold-out and this first national tour in Autumn 2008. 
Daniel Clarkson: co-writer and performer  
Daniel’s work for the stage includes Cinderella; Scrooge 'A Christmas Carol'; Aladdin And Alice In Wonderland (all PMA Productions); Get Lost (The Maze), (dotComedy); Anna (Catch 22); The Sketch Machine, (Tea Leaf Productions), Accidental Death Of An Anarchist, (The Drama Studio); Head Long, (Glass Jelly Fish), Art, (The Experimental Players); Jack And The Beanstalk, (The Willow Theatre); Taming Of The Shrew, (The Power House Theatre); Death (A Play), (Antrios Productions); Fear And Misery In The Third Reich, (The Power House) and Red Riding Hood, (Chaplins). His work on screen includes a stint as resident storyteller for Blue Peter, (BBC Television); Emmerdale, (Yorkshire Television); Where The Heart Is, (Granada Television); Tales Of Hoffman, (Knives out Productions); and The Lawman, (Spoonfed Productions).  

Jefferson Turner: co-writer and performer
Jefferson’s other work for the stage includes Cinderella (PMA Productions), It's Your Choice and It's Your Future (both Cragrats); Upper-Class Motors, (New Stage Travellers); and Goldilocks, (Whitgar). His work for television includes a stint as resident storyteller for Blue Peter, (BBC Television) and Lie Detector, (BBC Television).

Richard Hurst: Co-writer and Director

Trained as a director at The Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama and the National Theatre Studio after leaving Oxford. He is the recipient of the RSC Buzz Goodbody Director Award, and was shortlisted for The Guardian Award. As a director his work includes: Potted Potter; Girl and Dean; Pegabovine (various shows); Moon The Loon; The Edinburgh Love Tour; Silly Billy Bum Breath; Bill Hicks: Slight Return; The Art Of Success; Hamlet; Women Beware Women; Phaedra’s Love; Twelfth Night; Ripley Bogle; The Tempest. As a writer: The Edinburgh Love Tour and Bill Hicks: Slight Return (with Chas Early); Hard Times and Ripley Bogle (adapted). He recently script edited a sitcom for BBC Radio 2 and a sketch show for Radio 4, both by Miranda Hart. He currently reads for the BBC writersroom, and administrates the National Workshop Programme for the National Student Drama Festival, for which he has worked as selector and workshop leader since 1997. He has also run workshops in writing, acting, directing and comedy for the Stephen Joseph Theatre, Wycombe Swan, and Milton Keynes Theatre. www.richardhurst.co.uk/biography.htm. He is currently writing the book for Forever, The Musical for James Seabright. 
Tour Dates Spring 2009
Saturday 17 January, 2.30 & 7 pm: The Lights, Andover

Tickets and information: 01264 368368 / www.thelights.org.uk

Sunday 18 January, 2.30 pm: Cornerstone, Didcot

Tickets and information: 01235 515144 / www.cornerstone-arts.org

Friday 23 January, 7 pm: Central Studio, Basingstoke

Tickets and information: 01256 418318 / www.qmc.ac.uk

Saturday 24 January, 2.30 pm, 5pm, 7.30 pm: Clocktower, Croydon

Tickets and information: 020 8253 1030 / www.croydonclocktower.org.uk

Saturday 31 January, 6 pm: Plough Arts Centre, Great Torrington

Tickets and information: 01805 624624 / www.plough-arts.org

Sunday 1 February, 3 pm: Northcott Theatre, Exeter

Tickets and information: 01392 493493 / www.exeternorthcott.co.uk
Friday
6 February, 7 pm: Queens Hall, Hexham

Tickets and information: 01434 652 477 / www.queenshall.co.uk

Saturday 7 February, 3 pm: Wave Centre, Maryport

Tickets and information: 01900 811 450 / www.thewavemaryport.co.uk

Thursday 12 February, 7 pm: Havant Arts Centre, Havant

Tickets and information: 023 9247 2700 / www.havantartscentre.co.uk

Monday 16 February, 3 pm: Carriageworks Theatre, Leeds

Tickets and information: 0113 224 3801 / www.carriageworkstheatre.org.uk

Tuesday 17 February, 3 pm: Arts Centre, Darlington

Tickets and information: 01325 486 555 / www.darlingtonarts.co.uk

Wednesday 18 February, 3 pm: Palace Theatre, Southend

Tickets and information: 01702 351 135 / www.palacetheatresouthend.co.uk

Thursday 19 February, 3 pm: Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury

Tickets and information:  01684 295 074 / www.rosestheatre.org

Friday
20 February, 3 pm: The Castle, Wellingborough

Tickets and information: 01933 270 007 / www.thecastle.org.uk  

Saturday 21 & Sunday 22 February, 3 & 7 pm: Cramphorn, Chelmsford

Tickets and information: 01245 606 505 / www.chelmsford.gov.uk

Saturday 28 February, 3 & 7 pm: Guildhall Arts Centre, Grantham

Tickets and information: 0 1476 406158 / www.guildhallartscentre.com

Sunday 17 May, 3 pm: Pyramid at Parr Hall, Warrington

Tickets and information: 01925 442345 / www.pyramidparrhall.com

Saturday 23 May, 3 pm: Buxton Opera House

Tickets and information: 0845 127 2190 / www.buxtonoperahouse.org.uk
Sunday 24 May, 3 pm: Stantonbury Campus Theatre, Milton Keynes

Tickets and information: 01908 324422 / www.stantonbury.org.uk
Monday 25 May, 7.30 pm:  New Theatre Royal, Portsmouth

Tickets and information: 023 9264 9000 / www.newtheatreroyal.com

Tuesday 26 May 3 & 7 pm: South Street Arts Centre, Reading

Tickets and information: 0118 960 6060 / www.readingarts.com
Wednesday 27 May, 2.30 & 7 pm: Norden Farm Centre for The Arts, Maidenhead

Tickets and information: 01628 788997 / www.nordenfarm.org
Thursday 28 May 3 & 7 pm: Swindon Arts Centre

Tickets and information: 01793 614837 / www.swindon.gov.uk/artscentre

Friday
29 May, 4 pm: The Met, Bury

Tickets and information: 0161 761 2216 / www.themet.biz

Saturday 30 May: Selby Town Hall

Tickets and information: 01757 213758 / www.selbytownhall.co.uk

Sunday 31 May, 3 pm: Guildhall Theatre, Derby

Tickets and information: 01332 255800 / www.derbylive.co.uk
Friday
5 June, 6 pm:
 Marine Theatre, Lyme Regis

Tickets and information: 01297 442138 / www.marinetheatre.com  

Saturday 6 June, 3 pm: Octagon, Yeovil

Tickets and information: 01935 422884 / www.octagon-theatre.co.uk

Sunday 7 June, 3 pm: Arc Theatre, Trowbridge

Tickets and information: 0845 299 0476 / www.arctheatre.org.uk

The Top Five Pirates of all Time, by Dan and Jeff
JEFF:
So, Dan, we’re sat in the café at the zoo, to write an article about our top five pirates.

DAN:
That’s right Jeff.

JEFF:
Why here?

DAN:
Inspiration, Jeff. I thought it would help the process if we could see the very thing we were writing about.

JEFF:
At the Zoo.

DAN:
Where else, Jeff?

JEFF:
Wouldn’t a better place be… I don’t know, somewhere near the sea?

DAN:
I think you’ll find they’ve almost died out in the wild.

JEFF:
That is true. So, Dan, fire away. What’s our number five?

DAN:
Well, I gave it a lot of thought, Jeff, and I’ve gone for the blue-throated macaw.

JEFF:
What?

DAN:
I know it has its detractors, but its vivid colouring wins it for me: turquoise-blue wings and tail, and bright yellow underparts. And critically endangered, with only 250 individuals left in the wild.

JEFF:
What are you talking about?

DAN:
Top five parrots. Number five, the blue-throated macaw. Look, there’s one in that cage! Who’s a pretty boy then?

JEFF:
DAN!

DAN:
You flatter me, but I meant the parrot.

JEFF:
It’s top five pirates, Dan. Pirates. Not parrots. Pirates.

DAN:
Oh, you mean like in the show we’re doing, Potted Pirates?

JEFF:
Exactly.

DAN:
So why did they ask us for a list of parrots?

JEFF:
They didn’t.

DAN:
Then why are we at the Zoo? We should be by the sea!

JEFF:
Yes, Dan.

DAN:
So, Jeff, we’re here at the docks. Top five pirates. Here goes, in reverse order. Captains: Pugwash, Hook, Flint, Birdseye and Jack Sparrow.

JEFF:
Dan, those aren’t real pirates. I wanted a list of real pirates, actual historical figures. What have you got on them?

DAN:
Oh, you wanted stuff about the Golden Age of piracy, 1650 – 1721. People like William Dampier, the first man to circumnavigate the globe three times; Calico Jack and his cross-dressing lady pirates, Anne Bonny and Mary Read, the terrifying Blackbeard who set fire to his beard, and of course Henry Morgan, who retired from piracy and became governor of Jamaica.

JEFF:
Yeah. Why didn’t you give me something on that?

DAN:
I didn’t really do the research. I’ve got some great material on cuttlefish. Cuttlefish. Don’t sharpen your beak on any other fish.

JEFF:
I hate you, Dan.

DAN:
Kiss me.

JEFF:
No. I’m going to get the bus. One last question, Dan. I can understand that you made a mistake and researched the wrong thing. I can forgive your fondness for fictional pirates. I can ignore the fact that you didn’t research real pirates. But why, Dan, why are you dressed up as a carrot?

DAN:
I must have misheard you.

JEFF:
But I didn’t…

DAN:
Five a day, Jeff. Five a day.

By Daniel Clarkson and Jefferson Turner

